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in. Nr. President and colleagues, something I wanted to r e late
the last ti me, a nd ran out of time , was , I think as this
d evel o ps , o ne o f t h e t h i n g s we n e e d t o d e c i d e i s h ow t h i s b u dg e t
is going to take shape. We' ve had a revenue p roposal o ut here
that we' ve done some work with, and advanced something. W e' ve
g ot a n o t h e r r ev e n u e p r op o s a l s t i l l s i t t i n g i n Re v e n u e Com m i t t e e
t ha t I u nd e r s t a n d t ha t t h ey ' r e g o i n g t o b e d o i n g so m e w o r k wi t h
perhaps. We have this proposal, and we have a pretty h uge gap
in between w hat our known plans are on revenues and what the
appropriations suggestion is. There are several ways that t h i s
could t a k e s h ape . I f we we r e e x t r e mel y f or t u n a t e a n d c o u l d f i nd
the solution on General File, that would be a stounding,
especially those that predict that we' ll go into special session
to solve the problem. So it's probably unlikely we' ll find the
total solution here, but I think this debate and discussion is
helpfu l , at l eas t I ' v e f ou n d i t t o be . And i f we do not have
the per f e c t so l ut i o n, i t wou l d b e my h ope t h a t w e ' d h a v e e n ough
a ssurances be tween us t o c o n ti n u e t o w o r k o n i t bet w ee n G e n e r a l
and S e l e c t . And t hat cou l d t a k e many d i f f e r e n t f o rms . Wh a t I
would hate to see is have us do something that just barely gets
over t h e f i n i sh l i ne , a n d h av e t h e Governor c r a f t t he bu d ge t f o r
us through his gubernatorial veto powers, which he has a right
t o do . Bu t i n t hi s ser i o u s o f a pr ob l e m , I t hi nk we need t o
c raf t t he budg e t i n su c h a wa y t h a t w e c a n g e t b e h i n d i t . And
if all goes well, perhaps the Governor might also be able to
support it in the end . I cert ainly don't know that. But I
would l i k e t o f i nd s om e th i n g t ha t we c an ge t s t r on g l y be h i n d ,
even though we might have to swallow hard to do many, many parts
of it. Another issue I'd like to bring up in this time, Senator
Synowiecki has had an idea for a couple of years that has had a
lot o f a p p ea l t o m e. And w hen i t su r f ace d th a t we . . . on e o f ou r
highest rates of growth in our budget is medical care costs. I
have to ask Senator Brashear and others in Judiciary, what about
L B 460 , w h i c h i s t h e c op a y b i l l f o r me d i c a l e xp e n s e ? An d I se e
some thumbs down on that side of the room. But I haven't heard
any ideas about how we' re going to help solve that problem. If
t her e ar e o t he r i d e a s o t h e r t ha n Se n a t o r Sy n o w i e c k i ' s , I ' d l i ke
to hear them. We cannot afford...I mean, we' re faced with
cutt i n g l ot s of t hi ng s , i nc l udi ng l ook i ng at heal t hc a r e t o
children, healthcare to unwed mothers and o ther people, w h ile
t he he a l t h c a r e at t he pr i son i s sky r o c k e t i n g . Ar e t he re t hat
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